ST ot . . L T T oo

- CIA-RDP80-00809A000700120488-6

S T

Santied Co

oy Approved for Release 2011/09/14

"

e are

CUSSIFONTGY, SETEIEER STAT
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT

INFORMATION FROM
FOREIGN DOCUMENTS OR RADIO BROADCASTS  CD NO.

COUNTRY China DATE OF
. INFORMATION 10573
SUBJECT Economic - Agriculture, wheat, cotton
Scientific - Chemistry, plant disease control
HOW DATE DIST. // 953
PUBLISHED Daily newspaper
WHERE '
PUBLISHED  Ho-fei NO. OF PAGES
DATE
PUBLISHED 22 Apr 1953
i SUPPLEMENT TO
LANGUAGE Chinese REPORT NO.

OF THE LNITED STATES, WiTWIN TACMEINING OF TITLE 18, SECYions 793

AND 784, OF TME U.S. CODC., AS ANENDE:  ITS THANIMISSION 08 RCvI. THIS |S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

LATION OF ITS CONTENTE 10 OR AECLIFY by sm unAUTHOR) ZED PePSON i3
3 2 g La i 0p or _hers som o 2

SOURCE Anhvei Jih-pao.

CHINESE LABORATORIES PRODUCE NEW SEED GERMICIDE -

After 2 years of research, the research lsboratories in Theoretical Chem-
istry and Organic Chemistry of the Chinese Academy of Sciences have succeeded
in the menufacture of the seed germiclde called "Hsi Li-sheng." The germicide
will prevent diseases of wheat and cotton plants. Factory production of Hsi
Li-sheng has been tried out successfully.

Hel Li-sheng 15 a mercury compound that can prevent smut in wheat and pink
boll rot and wilt ip cotton. The large quantities of this germicide needed for
agricultural production have hitherto been imported.

In the laboratory study of the production of ethyl mercuric chloride which
is a necessary rav material for Hsi Li-sheng, it was discovered that in the proc-
ess an intermediate product, diethyl mercury was produced without using a cata-
lyst, and with a higher production rate than when using a catalyst. This dis-
covery not only simplifies the prc .esses of production and lessens the cost
but also overthrows the century-old theory that to produce diethyl mercury,

elther acetate or acetone (both derivatives of acetic acid), must be used as
a8 catalyst.

The cost of the domesticall nufactured Hsi Li-ch 1s 1 har t} £
the imported germicide. Thecforgigﬁ 1Br03\zc€ecosts E? miﬂrfonsyugrslspgrugoﬁ at o
vwhile the domestic article costs only 15 million yuan per ton, of which 5 mil-
lion yuan is the cost of packaging.

Careful leboratory and field tests have proved the demestically produced
Hsi Li-sheng a more potent germicide then the American product.
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